
SNIPPETS #9 JUNE 2009 
 

Facebook, Twitter, Classmates!  I can’t keep track of all the ways to connect 
over the internet.  My daughter signed me up on Facebook and, sad to say, I 
never get on.  I can’t even remember my password.  I love receiving notes 
from people who want to add me as their friend.  The best ones are from my 
daughters’ friends from grade school and high school.  The kids who I 
chaperoned, coached on the soccer field, drove all over town and fed, fed, fed.   
Their notes made me think about the other “moms” in my life when I was 
growing up.  They were on field trips and at dances. These moms always 
made me welcome in their homes.  I remember running away from home at 
age 5 and going to my friend’s house.  Her mom let me stay but she called my 
parents so they wouldn’t worry.  Then there was the mom who searched for an 
all night drug store because my hair turned orange instead of blonde.  The 
cutest mom in my life would drop whatever she was doing to serve her son his 
dinner.  Sometimes she was in her bathrobe with curlers in her hair.  He got 
desert before she went out.  These “other” moms in our lives made our lives 
fun, interesting and safe.  They always treated us like family, sometimes even 
better.  This issue is dedicated to all the “other” moms in our lives.  Thank you 
for all you did. 
 
If you went to Haugan and Waters you might remember Richard Bernard.  He 
transferred to Mather after just one semester at Roosevelt.  Richard would 
love to hear from all his elementary school buddies.  I know you are out there! 
 
Nancy Thulin Curtis, RHS June 1964 also went to Bateman.  She is recently 
widowed and just moved back to the Chicago area after spending 30 years in 
Georgia.  Nancy has one son and six step-children and is currently selling real 
estate.   Being back in Chicago is really great!  Nancy sees Lynne Rosenthal 
Ohren and Marlys Vandermolen regularly.  She would love to reconnect with 
other friends especially Paula Hill,  Linda Yanzer and Janet Corswandt.  If 
you live near Roscoe Village you might run into her sometime.   
 
Another 30 year resident of someplace other than Chicago, is Rick Eisentaedt 
June 1965.  He seems to be the only Rough Rider, from our era, in the 



Philadelphia region.  While he still considers Al Kodish, Sam Brillant, Chuck 
Zis and Mike Fainman his closest friends, he would love to reconnect with 
others from the class of 65.  His visits to Chicago always include catch up 
times with old friends like Gail Lieder Larsen, Ferne Abrams Pacilio, Norm 
Gassman, Phil Immergluck, and Al Rosenfeld.  Although Rick hasn’t seen 
Tony Mackin, Bill Pollakov or Carl Fink in awhile, he still considers them 
great friends and would love to reconnect with them.  Rick and his wife 
Nancy have a daughter at De Paul and 2 sons 16 and 13 at home.  When the 
boys are out of the house they plan to retire to Chicago.  Everyone will be 
glad to welcome you back! 
 
Michelle Villano Hernandez, Jan 66, writes about what a lucky group we were 
growing up.  We had each other to learn from.  She learned about all the 
different religions and observations during the holiday seasons.  We 
developed an understanding of the whys and how-comes.  We questioned and 
accepted and embraced each other’s beliefs.  We developed a great respect for 
one another.  Thanks Michelle for reminding us about how lucky we are. 
 
Hi to everyone from Sharon Iverson, June 66.  She retired in July 2004 after 
working for 34 years for the Chicago Public School system.  She was an 
Education to Careers Specialist her last two years and was privileged to visit 
Roosevelt several times. Sharon is a member of her church choir and fondly 
remembers her days at Roosevelt as a member of the Symphonic Choir.   
Learning to sing under the direction of Helen P. Johnson makes her chuckle a 
bit about her time in Choir.  Chicago is still her home and she would love to 
hear from old friends. 
 
It’s always nice to hear from Sandy Ourach, June 1965.  Sandy is living the 
good life.  She spent the month of December in Montezuma, Costa Rica with 
her old flame Ken Hirsch, Von 1966.  Sounds like a great trip and a great 
reconnection, thanks for sharing. 
 
After the last issue and the mention of the butter cookies from Roosevelt, I 
received 2 recipes for the cookies.  Thanks to Eric Wisette who got the recipe 
from his sister Corlyne Wisette Brown.  Eric was happy to hear about Candy 



reconnecting with us.  He is glad “that my little sister is well.”  He sends his 
regards to everyone.  The other recipe came from Marcia Fradkin Fritz and 
she assumes this is the real thing.  One recipe makes 35 cookies and the other 
makes 700.  I plan to share them with the caterers for the next all school 
reunion.  If anyone would like the recipes let me know and I will send them to 
you.  Thanks again from the “ask and you shall receive” department.  
 
Hi to all from Geri Picker David.  She really enjoys reading Snippets and 
sends everyone her best. 
 
Barb Nicker Bernstein loves all the memories and is glad to stay in touch.  .  
Glad to hear from you Barb.  She got a real kick out of the hairdos from the 
60’s.  Be sure to check out the photos at the Chicago Public Schools website. 
 
Joel Weber is having too much fun with his new grandson.  Keep smiling Joel. 
 
Art Hoffman is a very busy man.  He recently created a You Tube video of his 
dog Chenji and all his accomplishments.  This is an amusing account of one 
dog that, because of his story is trending upward.  It’s an inspiring tale for 
anyone who likes dogs, especially rescue dogs, or anyone who likes Obama or 
good lively music.  Please go to this link for the video  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sk6tN74mINo.  You may have trouble 
getting on the site but persever and it will come up.  Art is looking forward to 
your feedback so contact him at harturo312@bellsouth.net.   

 
Art Lurie would like to invite everyone to the dedication of the Softball Hall 
of Fame.  Save the date:  Sunday July 19, 2009 and join 100’s of people for 
the ribbon cutting ceremony of the new Inductee Outdoor Park at Des Plaines 
and Harrison in Forest Park, Ill.  There will be a Celebrity vs. Inductee 
softball game at 12 noon, followed by refreshments and fun. Contact Art at 
ArtLurie@aol.com for more information.  Congratulations on this 14 year 
project coming to fruition.   
 
Anyone know the whereabouts of Despe Gianoplos?  Let me know if you 
have any news. 



 
Dennis and Kathy Schnell have added a new member to their family.  In 
February Max, who is an 8 month old mix of who knows came to live with 
them.  He’s a very smart dog who loves to go or walks and loves to be in 
charge.  They are working on the latter.  Welcome Max.  I know you’ve found 
a loving home. 
 
Fred Abrams remembers the June 67 10 year reunion (or it could be the 20 
year reunion) and his old pal Sam Fifer.  They sat together with Jonathan 
Sachs.  It was a great dinner and Fred would love to reconnect with these guys 
again.  Can anyone help us out here? 
 
Renee Brody Brown always has fun with Snippets.  She would like to put out 
the word that she has been trying to reconnect with Carol Feldman, June 1965, 
for quite some time.  We’ve both been unsuccessful so far so help is needed.  
Renee tells me that Israel Seidman owns a shoe store in Rolling Meadows.  
Renee’s brother-in-law works for Israel.  They specialize in hard to fit people.  
Israel’s son looks like a carbon copy of him in high school.  It’s great to hear 
all this news. 
 
Doris Nunne  (Aird) would like to hear  from Diane and Merry Ann Jancovic, 
Lilia Munoz, Cathy Cutinelli and  Bill Bergman.  I think lots of folks would 
like to hear from them so if you are out there check in. 
 
Barry Wolfe says hi to everyone and would love to hear from old friends.  
Hope all is well with you Barry. 
 
David Kravitz, playwright extraordinaire, would love to hear from Bonnie 
O’Brien, Carole Anne Pooler and George Pope.  How is your new play going?   
 
Hi to everyone from Linda Black who continues to reside in sunny California. 
 
Bobbie Lerner LeVan remembers two of her favorite teachers, Mr.  Crescenzo 
and Mr. Rubin.  They made quite a mark on many of us.  She recently heard 



that Barry Adelman was the executive producer of “The Golden Globes.  I 
believe Barry works for Dick Clark Productions.  Great show Barry. 
 
This winter I was fortunate to reconnect with several old friends from 
Bateman.  Some also went to Roosevelt.  Hi to everyone from Roger Ariew 
who graduated from Bateman but went to Senn High School.  He got his 
degree from University of Illinois, Champagne/Urbana. Roger is now 
Professor and Chair of the Department of Philosophy at the Unviersity of 
South Florida in Tampa.  You can catch up with Roger at 
http://www.cas.usf.edu/philosophy/faculty_pages/ariew_page.htm. 
Congratulations Roger on your success. 
 
Hi to all the girls who graduated from Bateman in June 1961 from Michael 
Scafide.  Michael has fond memories of the all of us, but his memories of the 
guys are a bit vague.  He enjoyed reading Snippets and wants to say a special 
hi to his neighbors Michelle and Lenny Villano.  Michael is enjoying the good 
life in Pompano Beach, Florida.  Watch out for those hurricanes. 
 
Eileen Schie Hilbert, June 1965 is residing in Lake City, Minnesota and wants 
to say hi to everyone.  She lost touch with her good friend Linda Johns awhile 
back and would love to reconnect with her.   
 
Carl Donis and his wife Anna still live in Chicago.  They have a son and a 
daughter and 4 grandchildren.  Carl says hi to everyone and would like to 
reconnect with Lewis Delin and Joe Bernstein. 
 
Speaking of Joe, he wants to be remembered to his Bateman and Roosevelt 
friends.  Joe is recently widowed and has 2 sons.  One has a Masters in 
Accounting and a baby on the way.  The other has an Electrical Engineering 
degree.  Joe is living in Deerfield and is a production manager for an 
electronics company.  This sounds very high tech to me.   
 
Hi to everyone from Richard Schie, Eileen’s brother.  He is a service manager 
living in Tinley Park.  Although he is divorced from Diana Siraguasa, June 
1965, they still keep in touch.  Glad to have found you Richard. 



 
Ron Coriell went to Bateman and then Lane Tech.  Ron and his wife and 
daughters live in Brownsboro, Alabama where he is in education and 
literature.  Seems Rebecca has written several books and Ron has co-authored 
them with her.  You can see some great photos and learn more about them on 
their website http://www.aboutcourtship.com.  I remember riding bikes 
around Horner Park with Ron and getting great snacks from his equally great 
mom. 
 
Welcome to Lois Hoffman Zemel, June 1964.  We would love to hear what 
you’ve been up to so write soon. 
 
Holly Holmquist Lundquist, June 1965, received Snippets from a friend and 
enjoyed reading about so many people she remembered.  She retired from 
teaching after 29 years.  She was in first grade for 24 of those years.  She and 
Larry have been married for 39 years and they have 2 daughters and 2 very 
special grandchildren.  Larry retired from teaching PE in 2000.  They are 
finding their way in retirement and enjoying their new found time together.  
Besides spending time with their grown children and grandchildren they are 
catching up on all those things you put on hold while you’re working.  Holly 
keeps up with LaVerne Swanson Farina and would enjoy hearing from old 
friends.    Great to hear from you Holly, enjoy your new lifestyle. 
 
Diane Brunner Eident is new to our mailing list and enjoys hearing news 
about Bateman and Roosevelt.   She has 4 grown children from her first 
marriage and 3 stepsons from her current marriage to Paul.  They are making 
their home in Carillon Lakes which is a 55 and over resort community.  They 
have a very active lifestyle which includes running, hiking, kayaking, cycling, 
camping and canoeing. They have been to Egypt and Jordan and are getting 
ready for this year’s 4 week car tour of Alaska.  Diane and Paul are very 
active in their church and feel blessed to give back to their community.  You 
are truly a blessing yourselves.  Diane is looking forward to hearing from old 
friends.   
Ellen Passman wants to know if any of us would want to admit to being a 
CEO of anything these days.  She enjoys her trips to Curves and walks in 



nature.  Remember when walks in nature meant walking in Horner Park and 
along the Chicago River?  Those were the days! 
 
Congratulations to Ruth Larkin Dunham and hubby on the birth of their 4th 
grandchild.  Ruth still loves living in southern Arizona and makes frequent 
trips up to Baltimore to see her family.  Great news Ruth, enjoy all those little 
ones.  Ruth hopes to hear from Pamela Lindenbaum sometime. 
 
This has been a busy baby year.  Marc and Anne Klowden became first time 
grandparents in February when daughter Amanda and Tristan welcomed Shea 
Grace Root to the family.  Marc and Anne spent the whole month of February 
waiting and helping with the baby.  Their son Dan and wife Suri will be 
moving from Denver to Portland soon.  Everyone is excited that the whole 
family will be on the west coast again.  Suri is a physician at a Portland 
hospital and Dan is a computer engineer for Intel.  This is great news all 
around for the Klowden Clan. 
 
Max and Benny’s baseball team is playing again and this time with a new 
coach.  Welcome Coach Norma Gassman and good luck to everyone. 
 
LaVerne Farina Swanson, June 1965 enjoyed her trip down memory lane after 
reading Snippets.  LaVerne and Mark currently live in Worthington, Ohio 
where LaVerne is the Circulation Manager of the Old Worthington Library.  
Worthington Public Library was the 2007 National Library of the Year!  You 
can check it out at www.worthingtonlibraries.org   LaVerne and Mark are the 
proud parents of 3 sons.  Their eldest son Nathan had Mrs. Joe Biden as his 
10th grade Honors English teacher when they were living in Wilmington, 
Delaware. (Hi to Ellen Passman.) Nathan and his wife Rachel own a small 
dental practice in Newmarket, New Hampshire.   Steve and his wife Jenna and 
their son Henry Phineas are living in Erie, Pa.  Their youngest son Peter 
passed away in April of 1998 at 14.  We are very sorry to hear of your loss.  
LaVerne followed the opening of the Illinois Holocaust Museum in Skokie.  
She can’t help but wonder how many of her RHS classmates had parents and 
grandparents who came to Chicago for a new life.  She’s glad they did and 



feel richer for knowing you all.  Thanks for sharing your news and joining us 
LaVerne.  We are all richer for having you in our lives also. 
 
Jeff Byer would like to invite you all to visit his website 
www.reminicents.com   He makes wonderful jewelry using coins and has 
recently added a line of gifts for men.  I have a penny bracelet he made for my 
oldest daughter who is a Cubs fan.  Each penny represents something 
significant that happened to the Cubs.  This is really a treasure.  Jeff will offer 
a 15% discount to anyone who mentions RHS on his website.    Thanks Jeff. 
 
Sandy Rubin Schwartz and Donald Schwartz are fielding their own basketball 
team.  Their daughter Carrie gave birth to a baby boy, Asher Sidney Rose, on 
February 24.  This makes grandson number 5 for them.  Maybe my grandson 
can be a substitute on their team.  Sandy shared some wonderful pictures of 
her family with me.  This is definitely a handsome group.  Thanks again for 
sharing. 
 
Congratulations to Mike Pickard whose ninth short story VON will be 
published in EAST ON CENTRAL, a local journal of arts and letters in 
Highland Park.  He has been accepted into the Science Fiction Novel Writing 
Workshop at the University of Kansas this summer.  Wow!  That is quite an 
accomplishment.  If you would like to get a copy of his first published novel 
THE GERFNIT CHRONICLES check out http://www.gerfinit.com. 
 
Mary Armello Kellenberger has some big news.  She moved to Georgia last 
fall.  Mary has reconnected with Linda Matthews Shamblin and Kathy Hickey 
Janulis.  They are both still living in Illinois.  Please give them our best.  We 
would love to hear all their news.  Enjoy Georgia and try not to miss hurricane 
season too much. 
 
Arnie Rudnick retired from Harris Bank after 33 years of service in January, 
2005.  He and his wife Mona moved to Las Vegas.  They love living there and 
don’t miss the winter weather or the summer humidity.  They are very active 
in their Synagogue where Arnie is the program chairman.  He is also the 
President of their Homeowners Association.  When not lounging in their pool 



they make frequent trips to Chicago to visit their son Joel and Arnie’s brother 
Jerry.  Joel recently returned safely from a year tour of duty in Iraq.  Arnie 
works part time at a small Hospice company in their medical research 
department.  Arnie and Mona send their warmest regards to all.  Thanks 
Arnie, it’s great to hear your news and we are glad to know retirement has 
been good for you.   
 
Stuart Spiegel 1964, had lunch with George Drucker a few weeks ago.  He 
says hi to everyone.  What else have you been up to these days? 
 
Carole Lochman Perlman, 1967 also says hi to everyone.  Send us your news 
Carol! 
 
A special shout out to Alan Raffel, 1967 who turned 60 in May.  How’s that 
going for you Alan? 
 
Hi to Christina Rainford and welcome to Snippets. 
 
Suzanne Cahill, June 1965, is an expert on Facebook.  She signed up so she 
could see her youngest grandson’s pictures, but she would love to also 
reconnect with old friends.  She continues to work part time and spends the 
rest of her time working out, being with family and friends, traveling, reading 
and whatever she wants to do!  She says getting older is great!  It’s nice to 
hear from you Suzanne. 
 
Lee Mishkin would like everyone to know about a benefit concert. Ray Klass, 
1968, and his band, Wind Gypsys, would like to put one on for the current 
students at Roosevelt.  This would be a free concert with larger companies 
sponsoring it.  They could provide money or equipment for the school.  The 
companies that sponsor the event could put up advertising for their businesses.  
If any alumni are involved with companies that might like to be a part of this 
effort you can contact Lee at Lee_Mishkin@hotmail.com.   You can learn 
more about Wind Gypsys at www.windgypsys.com/  
 



Debbie Gore Averbook, 1968 is joining Snippets and has enjoyed reading 
about everyone.  Send us your news Debbie. 
 
Bonita Wein, June 1965, writes about her youngest daughter who just took a 
job with the National Park Service in Juneau, Alaska.  Stevi can be found at 
the Mendenhall Glacier sharing information about the glacier and surrounding 
area.  Be sure to ask for her when you visit.  It’s 89 and humid here.  A trip to 
Alaska sounds good right now.  Good luck to Stevi in her new job. 
 
Welcome to Elrene Penny Stickles, Jan 1966.  She is now Penny Goldman 
and thanks Holly Holmquist Lundquist for helping her find us.  Penny has 
fond memories of Mrs. Johnson and choir at Roosevelt.  She still sings in a 
Chorale group and also in her church choir.  Penny has good memories of 
Mrs. Purcell, German, and Mrs. Golub, steno.  In fact, Penny is still a 
secretary to this day.  She is wondering if Iris Siedler Podolsky’s hair is still 
perfectly straight, inquiring minds want to know!  Penny would love to 
reconnect with Virginia Schroeder and Linda Rutherford.  We would love to 
hear from them also. 
 
On TV the CSI guys seem to do all the work……well Janet Batson-Barney 
has her very own CSI, who also does all the work.  Her son Dean is a 12 year 
veteran with the Chicago Police Department.  He’s been an evidence tech for 
about a year.  One evening he happened upon a suspicious vehicle. Turned out 
he made an arrest, collected evidence and went to the hospital the next day to 
photograph the beating victim.  Dean did it all.  Congratulations to Dean and 
his very proud Mom.   
 
REUNION AND GET TOGETHER ALERTS!!! 
 
The January 1959 class is planning their 50th reunion this August.  They are 
looking for lost alumni. Please contact Dave Schoeneman  
Hagbahone@comcast.net  for more information.   
 



The RHS class of June 1959 will hold their 50th reunion October 1-4, 2009.   
You can contact Arnie Epstein RHSArnie@aol.com who is in charge of the 
alumni list.  Put on your thinking caps and help them find lost alumni. 
 
The class of June, 1967 will hold their 40th reunion on July 11, 2009 at 
Allgauaers in Northbrook.  Please contact Rita Feldman RitaRFed@aol.com 
for more information. 
 
June 15, 2009 the Chicago alumni living in the Los Angeles area are invited to 
a monthly dinner for old friends.  Come to Hamburger Hamlet at 4419 Van 
Nuys Blvd., Sherman Oaks, Ca at 6pm.  Lot of Chicago alumni get together 
for dinner and fun.  They are from many different high schools, but maintain 
the same Chicago passion.  Please contact Merle Taubman 
Merle_T@msn.com.  Thanks for plugging Snippets Merle, hope your summer 
is going well.   
 
July 31, 2009 there will be another great RHS get-together at the Deerfield 
Hyatt.  Everyone meets around 7 pm in the lobby to reconnect and share 
memories.  No charge, no reservations, just a good time to be had by all.  I 
understand there will be some out of town dignitaries in attendance.  If you 
are in Chicago you don’t want to miss this event. 

 
Mark your calendars for the weekend of October 8, 9 & 10, 2010.  Big plans 
are underway for another RHS all year reunion.  This one will be held on 
Saturday October 9, 2010 at Roosevelt High School.  Each class will have 
their own hospitality room and we will all get together for dinner, probably in 
the cafeteria.  There will be time to walk the halls and tour the school.  You 
can visit your old haunts and remember good times.  Contact me or Arnie 
Kamen 773-307-0953 or 847-432-2773 for more information. 
 
On Friday October 8, 2010 Bateman Elementary School will host a reunion 
luncheon at Bateman.  We will have a tour of the school and a program put on 
by current students.   If you went to Bateman you are invited.  This will be a 
good time to remember good times.  Contact me or John Wotring  
JohnnyWo1@aol.com  for more information.   



Here is a challenge!  Wouldn’t it be great fun if every elementary school had a 
get together on October 8?  There’s lots of time to put these together.  I will be 
glad to help and put the word out. 
 
Be sure to sign up for the Roosevelt Alumni News put out by Coach Al Klein.  
Contact him at Al Klein, 3823 Greenleaf St, Skokie, Il. 60076 
 
Don’t forget to get on the Party Bulletin mailing list.  This is your ticket to fun 
in the big city.  Contact JackyGWolf@aol.com to be included in the fun. 
 
I am sorry to report that our good friend Harry Guterman passed away last 
October.  Harry was diagnosed with cancer and given two months to live, but 
lived over a year longer.  Lisa and Harry and their son and daughter have lived 
in San Diego for over 25 years.  Harry loved to hear about all his Roosevelt 
friends and kept up with many people from the past.  If anyone would like to 
contact Lisa please let me know.  Harry you will be missed. 
 
Thanks again to everyone for sharing your news.  I look forward to your 
emails and reminders of long ago moments.  I hope you are all having a 
wonderful summer and you are making lots of happy memories.  Please 
continue to share Snippets with friends.  Send me your news to share at 
Flora47@aol.com.  Take care and keep smiling…..Flora Schwartz 
Chamberlain RHS June 1965 
   


