
 

 

SNIPPETS #16 JANUARY 2012 
 

Seven years ago I pushed my way into the lives of Rough Riders from the 
class of 65.  I was pleased at the acceptance of Snippets and the desire we all 
had to reconnect with old friends.  I am grateful for all your support during 
my challenging few months.  This issue of Snippets is dedicated to the 
Rough Riders and Albany Parkers who have become my extended family.  
You all were instrumental in my recovery.  You helped make a difficult 
situation bearable.  Thank you for your concerns and support. Snippets 
continues to grow and reach out to friends from the past.  Enjoy the walk 
down memory lane. 
 
It was good to hear from Jan Fensin Klee (June 58).  Together with Linda 
Andelin Strid, Al Hoffman and Carolyn Cooper (all June 58) she helps 
plan reunions and get-togethers.  Recently their class merged with the class 
of Jan 59 and held a “successful” joint 70th birthday party.  Their reunion at 
the Embassy Suites in Deerfield was a big hit.  The hotel was very 
accommodating and reasonable and they recommend it to anyone in the 
planning stages.  Jan has been searching for Carol Werner (June 58).  Can 
anyone help???  Carol was in the LDF’s and lived on Central Park just north 
of Montrose.  Jan does a lot of volunteering these days.  Thanks for all your 
efforts Jan and welcome to Snippets. 
 
Congratulations to Jim McKee who just retired from teaching at Roosevelt 
High School after 43 years.  Several teachers and friends got together this 
past June to celebrate the beginning of Jim’s new life.  Good luck Jim from 
all the Rough Riders.  
 
Welcome to Marilyn Speigel Eisenberg (June 58).  Marilyn would like to 
invite you to visit her website:  MarilynEisenberg.com.  Here you can catch 
up with her exciting life.    Hope you enjoy reconnecting with old friends.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Fern Weinstein Kraus (Jan 65) recently reconnected with Leona Geiser 
Wolfson (June 65).  They planned to get together in Chicago this past 
October when Leona came in for a visit.  Hope it went well.  You may not 
know this but Fern is the proud people finder for the January 1965 class’  
37th reunion  that took place back in 2002.  Their reunion committee still 
meets for breakfast every other month.  They continue to find old friends 
and include them in activities.   There has been some casual talk about their 
50th reunion.  The committee might want to contribute on a consulting basis 
and welcomes input from others for the planning.  Hard to believe we are 
talking about 50 year reunions.   
 
We are happy to add Esther Schiffman Gordon (June 64) to our family.  
Also welcome to Karen Korman Batshaw (Jan 65).  Let us know what you 
gals have been doing. 
 
Elaine Gorelic Pestine (June 64) has had a lot of fun reading about old 
friends.  We would love to read about you too.    
 
Sam Brilliant (June 64) had a great summer helping Rick and Nancy 
Eisenstaedt (June 65) celebrate their 25th wedding anniversary.  Sam and 
Robin celebrated their 30th anniversary just a month later.  Some things just 
get better with age.  Congrats to all of you.  We wish you many more happy 
years.   
 
Barry Bishop (Jan 62) is looking forward to his 50th reunion this year.  He 
recently reconnected with Michael Pope (June 67).  He said it was great 
talking to him after all these years.   
 
Mary Ann Armello Kellenberger (June 65) has moved back to Marietta, 
Georgia.   While in Georgia she enjoys catching up with Saul Fuchs (June 
65) and his lovely wife.  Mary Ann has kept in touch with Linda Shamblin 
Matthews and they talk all the time online.  It’s great when you have those 
old friends who remain part of your life.  You go girls! 
 
Oops!   Robert Ziggy Siegel graduated in June 1961.…sorry for the 
mistaken year. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Thanks again to Jerry Zabel for helping Ellen Silverstein Silbert (June 64) 
find us.  Ellen has been married for 42 years and has lived in Northbrook for 
the last 25 years.  She recently retired after teaching high school for 27 
years.  Retirement has been great.  She enjoys her married daughter and 2 
beautiful grandsons who live nearby in Deerfield.  Her son is enjoying the 
single life and living downtown.  Ellen has kept her teaching skills intact by 
volunteering at the Illinois Holocaust Museum.  Be sure to look for Ellen on 
your next trip to the museum.   
 
Debbie Gore Averbook (June 68) looks forward to reading about old 
friends in Snippets. 
 
Congratulations to Jerry Sherman (June 58) who was recently elected Mahi 
Oriental Guide.  He is a member of Doric Lodge in Fort Lauderdale and has 
been very active in the Broward Shrine Club and Mahi Clowns Unit.  After 
graduating from Roosevelt Jerry joined the US Navy and was stationed 
aboard the US Oklahoma City CLG-5 as an navigator.  He then spent many 
years with the Chicago Sun Times and Chicago Tribune in logistics.  He 
relocated to Miami in 1981 and started his own company, A-Diamond 
Delivery Service.  Jerry and his wife Emily now reside in Tamarac and enjoy 
their five children and five grandsons.  Jerry is also a road runner and has 
close to 20,000 miles under his belt driving children from Fort Lauderdale to 
Tampa for treatment.  Wow Jerry, you do us proud.    
 
Our best wishes to Ron Norinsky who recently closed his 36 year old video 
equipment rental business.  He will retain the Video Replay name and 
continue with one client, Illinois Information Service.  Ron will be available 
for consulting on projects and planning large scale events that require live 
projection.  He is looking forward to volunteering with organizations that are 
important to him.  Good luck with your new adventure. 
 
Hi to everyone from Barb Fisch Schneller (June 58).  She recently received 
Snippets from Jan Klee and says it’s great to have contact again with RHS 
alumni.  She makes her home in Denver and says there are several other 
alumni living near her.  Thanks for joining us Barb.   
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Art Lurie (June 64) would like to remind everyone that there is a group that 
meets at Max and Benny’s (Northbrook) every Saturday morning at 8 am.  
Everyone is invited to join the fun eating, drinking and sharing stories of the 
past.  They laugh a lot “because the stories are embellished so much, they 
must be true.”  How much fun it must be to trade memories of the same 
event and see it from someone else’s point of view.  I believe there are 3 
sides to every story:  what you think happened, what I think happened and 
what really happened!  Mark your calendars and get in on the memory walk 
Saturday mornings. 
 
Hi from Jim Helmich who lived in Albany Park for years.  He used to go to 
Jensen Park to play ball, marbles and just fool around.  He would love to 
reconnect with old friends. 
 
Debby Fellerman Lazar (Jan 65) is happy to be included in our Snippets 
newsletter. She   has lived in the Silver Springs, MD/Washington D.C. area 
for umpteen years.  She still keeps in touch with Karen Korman Batshaw.  
Glad to have you joining us. 
 
Thanks to Debby Fellerman Lazar for putting us in touch with Geri 
Erenberg Abrams (June 64).  Geri currently lives near Philadelphia, Pa and 
would love to reconnect with former classmates.  Geri’s twin sister Marsha 
Erenberg also graduated from Roosevelt.  We would all like to hear your 
news ladies.   
 
Welcome to Steve Wagmeister who thinks Snippets is great!  Awww thanks 
Steve. 
 
Suzanne Cahill (June 65) is getting excited about our 50th reunion and 
would love to help get it together.  It seems like just yesterday when we were 
planning our sweet sixteen parties.  Suzanne sends her love to everyone.   
 
Herb Dubin (June 65)  is very much in favor of a 50th reunion and is 
looking forward to hearing from old friends.    
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

It’s been great fun finding and reconnecting with classmates from June 65.  
Joining our efforts are Sandra Nagel Kernan, Janet Stoyias Lykos, Pam 
Sanoski  Risher, Mark Holtzman,  Lynda Kaplan Cuesta, Lawrence 
Hammelman, Susie Poleski Sonkin-Lambke,  and Robert Rann.  We are 
all glad you have been found.  Please send us your news to share for the next 
issue.   
 
Mark Sherman (June 62) is interested in getting in touch with old friends.  
He still lives in Albany Park and has great memories of his Roosevelt days.  
He started grade school at Bateman and in 6th grade moved and finished at 
Haugan.  He remembers Lynne Rosenthal Ohren (Jan 64) and sends her his 
best.  Thanks to Suzanne Cahill for putting us in touch with Mark.  Send us 
your news Mark so we can catch up with you. 
 
Lee Mishkin (June 68) has been keeping busy playing bass with his band 
Loose Change at some local libraries and at the Kenosha Civil War Museum.  
His older son is doing an internship for Microsoft.  What a great 
achievement.  Thanks for sharing Lee.   
 
Helen Gertz Rosenberg (June 64) wants to catch us up with her life.  
Although she lives in Glenview, Il she teaches at the University of 
Wisconsin-Parkside, Kenosha.  She received her PhD from Northwestern  in 
1989 and joined the U/W system in 1991.  Her areas of expertise are mental  
illness and substance use and abuse, with an emphasis on older adults.  Her 
children are grown and married and she has 2 grandchildren.  This past 
summer she taught a course in Scotland.  Her husband Howard was able to 
join her.  They lived in a castle in Dalkeith outside of Edinburgh.  They had 
3 day weekends and were able to travel through Western Europe. What a 
wonderful experience.  Thanks for including us in your adventure.    
  
Hi to everyone from Judy Dolgin Kane (June 65) who has been living in 
the Los Angeles area forever.  She hopes to reconnect with old friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

REUNION ALERTS 
 
The Class of January 62 is busy planning their reunion for Saturday April 
28, 2012.  They will have a pizza party on Friday night the 27th to start 
things off.  There will be a brunch on Sunday the 29th.  All events will be 
held at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 1445 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, Il.   The 
planning committee is working hard locating classmates.  If you would like 
more information please contact Bonnie Pittel Hackner at 
bonsmac@aol.com .  This promises to be a special weekend you won’t want 
to miss.  
 
There will be another RHS all year reunion  May 4, 2012 at 6pm at 
Roosevelt High School.  The October 2010 reunion was a huge success so a 
repeat is in order.  There will be classrooms open so you can meet up with 
old friends.  The reunion will be held in the cafeteria  and gymnasium.  
There will be a buffet dinner and musical entertainment provided by Ron 
Drake a local DJ.  He will include music from all years.  The cost is $60 per 
person.  Please contact Arnie Kamen (847) 432-2773 for more information.  
You can mail your check to RHS Athletic Fund, P.O.Box 1414, Highland 
Park, Ill.  60035. 
 
IF THE CLASS OF JUNE 62 IS HAVING A REUNION PLEASE 
CONTACT FLORA  WITH THE REUNION INFORMATION. 
 
Murray Weiner (Jan 62) is helping with the class reunion.  He has enjoyed 
the back issues of Snippets.  Murray put us in touch with his sister Myra 
Weiner Reilly (June 65).  Myra lives in Florida where she is a registered 
nurse and Director of  Nursing at a hospital.   Myra and Tommy have been 
married for  43 years and have 2 children and 5 grandchildren with number 6 
on the way.  Their daughter Allison is a nurse in New York.  Their son Jason 
is an Executive Chef in Florida.  Myra has wonderful memories of Bonnie 
Cipolla who she remained friends with until Bonnie’s untimely passing 8 
years ago.  They spent a “girls week” together every year either in Chicago, 
New York, or Florida.  Bonnie is greatly missed.  Myra keeps in touch with 
Larry Schwab (Jan 65) on a regular basis.   She has also talked with Ken 
Lewin (Jan 65) and Mickey Shure.  She even bumped into Ron 
Riegelhaupt (Jan 65) at the Fort Lauderdale airport several years ago.  
Myra would like to extend a warm hello to all our former classmates.  She 
would love to hear from old friends and make some reconnections.   
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Carol Stasch Nielsen (Jan 65) has much to be proud of.  Her son Larry 
worked as the first assistant cameraman in the making of Avatar.  He shared 
in the winning of the Best Cinematography Oscar for Avatar along with 
Director Mauro Fiore.  Larry’s dad, the late Christian Nielsen (June 65) 
worked as an optical animation cameraman.  We are all proud of Larry’s 
success.   Carol had something in common with Ken Green, author of “I’m 
From Division Street.”  She grew up in the Humboldt Park area.  She had 
to go to summer school and almost didn’t graduate.  Thanks to Mr. Mishkin 
she made it.  He found her Tuley credits laying flat in a file drawer.  What a 
guy!  He never gave up on her.  She graduated in someone else’s cap and 
gown.  Carol says comparing pics of when she started RHS and senior year 
is like night and day.  When she started she looked like a gun moll.  Now 
there’s an image I’m having trouble getting out of my head. 
 
Paul Warshawsky thought Ken Green gave a great speech.  He appreciated 
Ken’s accomplishments and wishes him good health and happiness.   
 
Ken Green is continuing with his speaking engagements about his book.  
Comcast Public Access Channels 19 and 35 will air his talk at the 
Lincolnwood Public Library.  The program will be aired at 9 pm on 
Mondays, January 23 and 30 and on February 6 and 13.  This program airs 
in the north and northwest suburbs of Chicago.  Ken will be the featured 
speaker at the Off Campus Writers Workshop in Winnetka, Il on Thursday 
March 1, 2012.  You can go to his website for his current schedule:   
Kengreenesq.wordpress.com   His book is now available on Kindle.    
 
Richard “Ricky” Bock (June 61) wants to say hello to all the Rough Riders 
out there.  He is very sorry he missed the reunion.  It’s been 51 years since 
his  football team won the City Championship.  It was quite a thrill for him 
to play in the old Soldier’s Field.  Ricky graduated from Wisconsin State 
University and went on to grad school at the University of South Florida.  
He currently lives in Sunriver, Oregon.  He wrote a newsletter for his college 
fraternity for several years and enjoyed catching up with old friends in 
Snippets.  He recently had lunch with Robert “Ziggy” Siegel, who was his 
best friend in high school.  They had a great visit and Ricky enjoyed hearing 
news of old friends.  It’s nice to have you join us Ricky.  We would love to 
hear from your sister Mary Ellen Bock Breshahan (June 65).  Please give 
her our best. 
 



 

 

Alan Melsky (June 61) just attended his class reunion and had a wonderful 
time.  He really enjoyed reconnecting with old friends, but was sad to learn 
of the friends who are gone.  He is an architect now living in the city after 
spending 30 years in Evanston.  He occasionally sees his friend Ben 
Malmed (June 61) who also lives in the city.  Glad you are joining us Alan. 
 
Gail Schwartz (Jan 65) thoroughly enjoys Art Hoffman’s videos from the 
Folk Festival in North Carolina.   She is looking forward to seeing more of 
the series.  Great job Art.  Gail says she is very fortunate to have 
reconnected with so many of her high school friends.  In August she 
attended a La Madola reunion at Anne Ruda’s (Jan 65) home.  She had a 
great time seeing club sisters she had not seen in 46 years.  Every two 
months she gets together with friends who planned the RHS reunion in 
2002.  They continue to enjoy sharing memories.  Glad to hear from you 
Gail.  Keep in touch. 
 
Speaking of the La Madola reunion, we understand it was a huge success.  
Everyone looked good.  It felt as if 40 years had never gone by.  The girls 
that came were:  Lilly Hefter (Jan 65),  Arlene Chasen (Jan 65), Barbara 
Zuchman Langer (June 65), Judy Rullo (June 65), Anne Ruda (Jan 65), 
Fran Krisolofsky, Gail Schwartz (Jan 65), Gail Lieder Larsen (June 65), 
Fran Kling (Jan 65), and Sherry Sugar (Jan 65).  Special thanks to Sherry 
Sugar for all her efforts to make this such a big success.  Kudos to you 
Sherry! 
 
Hi to everyone from Janette Ferdinand Woods (June 65).  Although I had 
her in the lost column she said she’s right where she’s always been in the 
northern suburbs of Chicago.  She is anxiously awaiting the birth of her first 
grandchild this coming May.  Janette would love to hear from old friends.  
You can contact her at Jwoods5283@!comcast.net.   She only keeps in touch 
with one former classmate and would love to expand that list.  Welcome 
Janette, glad you aren’t lost anymore. 
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Greetings from Athens, Georgia the current home of Rough Rider Mindy 
(Maxine 0as) Mendelsohn (June 61).  Mindy has enjoyed attending the 
reunions and maintaining her high school friendships.  She remains close 
with Carol Connolly Kuran (June 61) and Joyce Dahlstorm Sundberg 
(June 61).  Joyce and Mindy share lots of memories from their time as 
Rough Rider majorettes.  Over the years Mindy has been in touch with her 
high school boyfriend Melton Neale (Jan 61) last seen in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.  After 50 years Mindy has finally reconnected with her dear friend 
Paula Singer (June 61).  What a great time they had.   
 
 Here is more news from the class of 61.  Cheryl Kolinen Hylton recently 
attended the 50 year reunion  and can’t stop raving about the experience.  
The committee headed by Marvin Rosenthal planned everything to a T.  
One of the highlights was a visit to Roosevelt on a big yellow school bus.  
The best part of the weekend was greeting and visiting with all the alums 
and their companions - no cliques and  nothing to prove.  There were some 
poignant moments remembering those who are no longer around.  Her 
advice “Don’t miss any of your reunions and support RHS in whatever way 
you are able.”   
 
Karen L. Krause Marbach (June 61) has been on the reunion  committee 
since day one.  She couldn’t have worked with a better group of people.  All 
the accolades they received were just icing on the cake.  The food was great. 
The social gathering was fantastic.  Harold Kabb did a fabulous job on his 
presentation.  She says reunions are proof that we are not getting older, we 
are just getting better.  Everyone is excited about the panoramic photo that 
was taken.   Karen, you make me wish I was there, even though it wasn’t my 
class. Thanks for all your work and for sharing your memories.   
 
Hi to everyone from the original Alvin “Al” Israel (Jan 61).  He missed the 
January reunion but had a great time at the June 61 reunion.  He was also 
called “Izzy” and relinquished the name to his younger brother, 7 years his 
junior.   Al is single, technically a widower after 24 ½  of marriage.  He has 
lived in Vernon Hills for over 30 years and is anxious to reconnect with 
former classmates.   He is suggesting lunch, dinner etc., with no conditions, 
no rules, just good conversation.  Have a great time reconnecting. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Can anyone help us find Raymond Schroeder?  He graduated in June 61 
and was a star on the basketball team.   Send any leads and we will do the 
rest.   
 
Bob Polster (June 61) attended  his  reunion .  He moved out of the district 
before graduation but he still had a great time.   Thanks for sharing Bob. 
 
Welcome to David and Sharon Rubin both from the class of June 61.  We 
hope you enjoy the memories in Snippets. 
 
A funny thing happened at a Mah Jongg game in Arizona.  Natalie 
Schwartz Clappick (June 65) was at her Hadassah League kick off 
breakfast when she made a new “old friend.”  As she continued talking to 
the new gal she discovered they both grew up in Albany Park.  They both 
went to Roosevelt.  They both graduated in June 1965.  Now Natalie and 
Sharon Kipnis Zolno(June 65) are new “old friends”.  Sharon and Mike 
Zolno (Jan 66) moved to Phoenix almost 2 years ago.  They are enjoying 
their new home.  Mike would like to reconnect with Branka Todorovic 
Matevich (June 67).  Larry Clappick (Jan 64) and Natalie are doing well 
and recently spent some time in Chicago helping their daughter and her 
family move to the “burbs”.   They had a great time with their 2 
granddaughters.  Thanks for sharing Snippets with Sharon and Mike.   
  
Jackie Weisman Siegel (June 65) recently took a vacation to San Francisco 
and Big Sur.  She is studying art and has finished 14 paintings and 2 mosaic 
trays.  She continues with her love and passion for the arts.  Her son 
Michael’s photo was recently in the Tribune/Sun Times, on WGN and NBC 
channel 5.   His photo was of lightning hitting Lake Michigan.  He is 
currently compling a book of photos.  Her daughter Rebecca just 
choreographed and appeared in the Colorado College annual dance show.  
She dances in San Francisco.  Her oldest son Robert is marrying his high 
school sweetheart in Las Vegas next spring.  What a wonderful year you are 
all having.   Our best to you. 
 
Ellen Kotz-Owen (June 68) sends her regards to everyone.  Ellen and 
George are now living outside of Tucson, Arizona after spending over 30 
years in San Diego.  Hope you are enjoying  Arizona…..stay cool.  
 
 
 



 

 

This past December Roosevelt alumni said a tearful goodby to one of 
Roosevelt’s most loyal supporters.  Norm Brown (June 53) passed away.  It 
was Norm’s idea to raise money for the school by selling plaques on the 
back of the chairs in the auditorium.   To honor his dedication the music 
room is named after him.   He will be greatly missed by family and friends.   
Thanks Norm for your support of Roosevelt High School. 
 
We recently learned of the passing of several June 1965 graduates.  Although  
these passings occurred some time ago we are still saddened by the losses   
We extend our sympathies to the families of  Dorothy Lunn, Susan Point 
and Ron Sonkin. 
 
Thank you once again for supporting Snippets and hanging in there with me 
during my challenging few months.  You can’t imagine how special your 
emails, cards, calls and prayers made me feel and helped me recover.   I 
hope you will continue to share Snippets with anyone from Roosevelt who 
wants to share information and reconnect with old friends.  Be sure to send 
me your news to share for the next issue.  Lots of reunions are in the 
planning stages and Snippets is a great way to spread the word.  I look 
forward to hearing from you all sometime.  Flora Schwartz Chamberlain 
RHS June 65 and Snippets. 
 

“Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it’s still a gift.” 


